2012 English-Speaking Union, National Shakespeare Competition

CONTESTANT ELIGIBILITY: 
• Contestants must be enrolled in the 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade. 

• Contestants cannot act for pay on television, the stage, or in film during the 2011-2012 school year. 

Contestants should be available to represent their Branch at the National Competition May 2012. The National Competition experience involves preparation for the semi-finals and finals throughout the weekend, as well as exclusive workshops, an opportunity to interact with Branch winners from across the country, and some sightseeing. If, for any reason, a Branch winner is unable to participate on these dates, that Branch may elect to award the weekend experience prize to the runner-up. 

Please note that appropriate arrangements will be made for students with documented hearing, learning, physical, and/or visual disabilities. Notification of any such disability should be made to National Headquarters by March 5, 2012 when the Branch submits the name of its local winner. 

At the National Competition semi-finals, all participants will be required to present one monologue and one sonnet, from memory. Please note that in no case may the monologue exceed 20 lines (verse and prose). The official text and suggested monologues will be posted on our website, www.esuus.org, in September 2010. Students who exceed the twenty line limit will be disqualified. Those students selected as finalists at the National Competition will be asked to do a cold reading in addition to their monologue and sonnet. 

The winner of the National Competition will receive a summer acting course at the British American Drama Academy (BADA) in Great Britain. 
